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     4ÈÅ 3%&& /ǣÃÅ ÉÓ ÏÐÅÎ -ÏÎÄÁÙ - &ÒÉÄÁÙȟ ίÁÍ - ΫÐÍ ÆÏÒ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÏǣÃÅ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÒ ÈÅÌÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÉÎÇ $(33 ÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒ 7ÅÌÆÁÒÅ ÆÏÒÍÓ 4ÉÎÁ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȢ  !Ó ÍÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÉÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȟ 

4ÉÎÁ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏǣÃÅ ÏÎ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙÓ ÆÒÏÍ ΧΦÁÍ - ΫÐÍȢ   

(Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÉÍÅÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÏǣÃÅȟ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÎÁÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÁÒÒÁÎÇÅ Á 

ÓÕÉÔÁÂÌÅ ÔÉÍÅȢ 

Dear Member,  

 

As we march closer to Winter and the shorter evenings itôs a 

time of the year that can sometimes prove challenging for 

some. When Hallowôeen is skipped over weôre then in count-

down mode for Christmas (commercially speaking anyway)  

 

As we approach this season it is important that we hold in 

our thoughts and hearts those who find this time of the year 

particularly difficult and we should all do what we can to be 

better neighbours to such people - being more compassion-

ate and caring of their needs. 

 

At SEFF we have come through a further AGM in the last 

week with over 100 members in attendance. We have an 

new Management Board in place with 13 of the existing 

Board returning and joined by two new members - Debbie 

Carson (Daughter of Herbie Kernaghan) and Shane Laverty 

from Coleraine whose brother was also murdered by PIRA.  

 

We also had our Annual Service of Remembrance and 

Thanksgiving. In my nine years at SEFF I have not known 

such a high level of feedback for any previous initiative we 

have been involved with, the Service  content seemed to 

really resonate with those in attendance - who were 540 

strong. We thank all who contributed to making this such a 

wonderful success as well as those who helped transport 

and also look after pour GB-based victors.  

 

We also owe  a debt of gratitude to Sonia Johnston and her 

team of volunteers who worked with such dedication in com-

pleting our third quilt at SEFF - óA Patchwork of Innocents.ô 

 

We wish to thank Rev William Newell for his powerful and 

fitting address but also the manner in which he tended to the 

planning stages of the Service and how he strove to make 

victims/survivors feel special and acknowledged throughout.  

 

Next year we will move to Ballygawley Presbyterian Church 

as we continue to switch the Service around the various de-

nominations.  

 

Over the past small number of weeks we have also appoint-

ed our second Projects Officer within The FACT Project - 

whilst Jenny Ferguson already works with us via a Good 

Relations Project funded by the N.I Executive Office we also 

welcome her to the FACT Project where we have no doubt 

that she along with Gladys and Mandy will do the Project 

proud. 

 

We have a large number of events coming up over the next 

few months including courses, luncheon clubs, menôs break-

fasts, respite days and the usual SEFF services, please do 

support these initiatives and particularly the Remembrance-

themed events.  

 

A significant number of previous members (2016/2017) 

have yet to renew their Membership for 2017/2018. We are 

conscious that in most cases this is just an oversight but we 

appeal for you who are receiving this Newsletter to please 

speak to others and encourage them to renew their mem-

bership so that they are bolted into SEFFôs communications 

and receive the relevant Info bulletins.  

 

The next monthly Memberôs meeting will take place on 

Wednesday 22nd November 2017. We will have  Guest 

Speaker at the meeting from a Media/Journalism-based 

background (Name TBC via Facebook, Text message sys-

tem etc) 

Kenny 
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Judith Thompsonôs (Victimsô Commissioner) visit to SEFF 

Victims Commissioner Judith Thompson visited SEFF Offices for 

our monthly memberôs meeting in September 2017. The Commis-

sioner came along to engage with the membership upon a range of 

policy issues. The Commissioner accompanied by CVSNI Secretary 

(John Beggs) provided an address complete with PowerPoint 

presentation mainly focused on the Stormont House Agreement 

and her perspective on the way forward as well as sharing her in-

sight as to what she saw as the impediments to progress. 

The Commissioner was received courteously  but upon the Q & A 

session commencing faced rigorous challenge from a number of 

members from the floor who questioned the likelihood of the proposed structures holding terrorism accounta-

ble. The Commissioner was also challenged around the definition of victim and was advised that this piece of 

legislation and itsô application grievously offends the innocent victims and survivors of terrorism and other 

óTroubles related criminal violence.ô  

Members also expressed their concern over what they view to be the rewriting of history by Republicans where 

they are seeking to diminish their responsibilities for mounting an insurrectionist campaign upon the people of 

Northern Ireland, wider United Kingdom and to an extent, the Republic of Ireland State.  

Members expressed concern that the legacy structures as currently proposed offered little to them in enabling 

them to pursue justice, truth and accountability into the wrongs which were inflicted upon them. A number cit-

ed the fact that the proposed legislation proposes that the HIU will only examine cases which haven't previously 

been examined by the HET (unless new evidence comes to light) 

It was stressed to the Commissioner  that most borderland mur-

ders had received an HET Review but that the product pro-

duced was not unsatisfactory to families.  

A number of members also challenged the Commissioner to 

stand over the appointment of individuals with terrorist convic-

tions to the Victims Forum. Upon the meeting concluding it was 

agreed that the commissioner should return at a later date to 

reengage with the issues of SEFFôs Membership and to provide 

relevant updates.  

Remembrance Themed Evening  

Wednesday 15th November 2017  

On Wednesday 15th November 2017 at 7.30pm we are holding a Remembrance themed evening 

in SEFF offices where we will have a representative from Help for Heroes, Alexander Baillie, we will 

also have a number of victims and survivors sharing their testimonies (Names to be confirmed). 

Alexander will be coming along to explain information on the Band of Brothers & Sisters.  The Help 

for Heroes Band of Brothers is available to Veterans, Service Personnel and those who have served 

alongside our Armed Forces who have suffered a permanently life-limiting or career -ending injury or 

illness during or attributable to their service.  

Please do support this event if you can. 
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SEFFõs Community  

Halloweõen  

Festival 2017  

Monday 30th October 2017 at 6.30pm 

                 At the former Lisnaskea High School  

Come along for lots of fun activities including 

face painting, bouncy castle,  

BBQ and fireworks! 

As part of this yearôs Halloweôen Event 

weôll be welcoming Ryan Tracey (Duff Bal-

loons) as seen on Britainôs Got Talent 

(Semi -finalist), Good Morning Britain, 

Blue Peter and Gogglebox, multiple Guinness 

World Record Holder as featured in the 

Guinness Book of World Records 2018.  

Come along to see him perform!!!  

MEMBERõS CHRISTMAS PARTY NIGHT 

The Valley Hotel  

Music by  

Wee Tom  

If you are interested in attending the SEFF members 

Christmas Party Night please call the office by 5pm on 

Friday 98h December to book your place. This is for 

catering  purposes. 

Wednesday 13th December  
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 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

  

CLASS &  

TUTOR  

  

DATE, TIME &  

DURATION  

 

DESCRIPTION  

  

VENUE  

  

COST  

Art Class 

Tutor:  

Ruth Elliott 

Wednesday 1st November 

2017 

7.30-9.30pm 

6 weeks 

Enjoy some relaxation and 

therapy through this Art 

Class which will use a vari-

ety of techniques including 

paints, pencil and charcoal. 

Garrison Ã20 per person 

Expression of Interest 

If interested in attending any of the above activities we ask that you phone the office ASAP  

on 028 677 23884 to let us know. 

MENôS BREAKFAST CLUB 2017/2018 

Good news for all you hungry men with big appetitesé.SEFFôs Menôs Breakfasts will be recommencing for the winter months 

(October 2017 - March 2018). 

The breakfasts will all begin at 10am and the cost will be Ã3 per Breakfast. 

As with previous years the venue will rotate between two locations (Donn Carragh Hotel and Millerôs Coffee shop both based in 

Lisnaskea) every month. Please see dates and venues below: 

 

DATE LOCATION DATE LOCATION 

  Saturday 4th November Millerôs Coffee Shop 

Saturday 2nd December 

2017 at 10am 

Donn Carragh Hotel Saturday 6th January 

2018 at 10am 

Millerôs Coffee Shop 

Saturday 3rd February Donn Carragh Hotel Saturday 3rd March 2018 Millerôs Coffee Shop 

óCelebrating South Fermanaghôs Cultural Diversityô Project 

Just a quick update on  the Project between SEFF and Carrosyl, we are very pleased to be up and running, weôve 

held workshops for both the young people and older people.   

The younger folk attended a workshop based on óRemembranceô and a enjoyed a day at the Somme Heritage Centre 

and Kingspan Stadium. 

The over 60ôs have also had their first workshop and a tour of the Battle of Newtownbutler, they enjoyed a meal in 

the Derrygarra Inn.  

We are excited about the next few months and further events the project involves - keep an eye on the newsletter to 

keep up to date. 


