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SEFF visit Scottish Parliament

Over the course of the weekend 24th - 27th March, over 40 members of South East Fer-
managh Foundation visited Edinburgh for a good practice visit which included a tour

within the Scottish Parliament and a Presentation -based meeting with Tom Arthur MSP
for Renfrewshire South (Parliamentary Liaison Officer to the Cabinet Secretary for Jus-
tice)

Our Director of Services Kenny Donaldson stated: "Over the weekend we brought to-
gether well over 40 innocent victims and survivors of terrorism who came from all parts
of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland, Protestant and Roman Catholic, Un-
ionist and Nationalist - their common bond was and is  'innocence .'

"Within our Presentation to Tom Arthur we raised the following issues, the plight of War
Widows who remarried and had their pensions removed from them, the case of the
Three Scottish Soldiers including recent comments made by Scottish National Party's
John Mason and services for victims and survivors living in Scotland and the need for pro
-activity by the Scottish Government”.

"We found Mr Arthur to be empathetic and engaging with our group which included a
number of Scottish families. He unreservedly apologised to our group for the harm
caused by Mr Mason when he recently described the IRA's campaign of violence as
being that of 'freedom fighters." He confirmed the comments to be 'disgusting and
wrong.'

"Mr Arthur (pictured below ) who had spoken to colleagues within the SNP and across
the other political parties in advance of meeting with SEFF committed to taking for a

range of action points including; increasing pursuing the potential for a Reception event

to be held in parliament for SEFF and Scottish  -based families of terrorism, to redouble ef-
forts in lobbying for the MOD to reinstate a Pension for War Widows who remarried and

to re -examine ways in which the Scottish and N.I devolved administrations could share
information ensuring that a joined up approach is taken in supporting the needs of vic-

tims and survivors of terrorism. Critically he also committed to speaking to colleagues
around how the Scottish Government could do more in standing by and with the fami-

lies of The Three Scottish soldiers and others impacted by Northern Ireland -related terror-
ism".

Other visits completed over the weekend included The Royal Yacht Britannia, Edinburgh
Castle etc.




Hi All,

As the new financial year starts we are back to planning what we will be

doing in the coming months so we can hit the ground running when our

new budget comes through. Befriending will continue and hopefully we will

be able to help as many of our me mb
change from year to year but often our requests for help increase so we have f{
keep a tight eye on spending. This year will be no different so we will be starting
the year prioritising who we can help until we see where we are.

Coffee Mornings

\We are going to do a series of church based coffee mornings so please keep free {
last Thursday of every month and watch the newsletter for details of who we will
be having:

Thursday 25 t May 2017 (10:30am - 12Noon) Rev Mark Durrell

Thursday 29 t June 2017 (10:30am to 12 noon)

- Speaker
to be confirmed 3

Hope you can join us.
Regards,

The Befriending Team

/ Hello to everyone from the
Morning SEFF

Calling Team

Easter has now been and gone and we are well

oneao.

weekly call scheduleThere have been a couple of litf]

'lhICCUDS with it but we continue to offer this service to any SEFF rfie

n-ber who meets the criteria for these weekly contacts. .
alf any of our readers would like to avail of these calls please con

..the SEFF Office and leave a contact number or a message, whereL

awe will return the call to arrange a day and time suitable for you.

our trained staff eachiMionday morning from10a.m. -12.30 pm,
Wednesday from 6pm until 8.30pm and onThursday from

10a.m. -12.30pm.
Until our next newsletter, take care
From the Morning SEFF Calling Team
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the first half of 2017.As they say, "time waits for [jp
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. Just to remind you, we offer a free fifteen to twenty minute call fron

Complementary
Therapies
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