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SEFF remembers Tommy and Emily Bullock who were murdered 48 years ago today (21st September 1972)

Tommy an off-duty member of the Ulster Defence Regiment was aged 53 and his wife, Emily was aged (50) when they were brutally shot and murdered by the IRA at their home at Aghalane, near Derrylin.

The double murder is regarded by many as being particularly brutal; not alone in the act itself but also because of the callous activities of Republicans in the aftermath of the murder who are reported to have obstructed the hearse cortege as well as having rung through offensive messages to the local Abattoir.

Dianne Woods, SEFF Member and Tommy's niece reflects, 'My aunt used to lie on the landing in a sleeping bag with a flare beside her, watching for uncle Tommy's car coming up the lane. She knew then that he was safe for another night.'

She continues, 'She always used to say that if anyone tried to come and get Tommy it would be over her dead body and that is literally what happened.'

The Bullocks were regarded as a very decent couple who had a deep love for the area they lived, they had a close attachment to the land and ran a farm at Aghalane. They had no children meaning that their bloodline died with them.

On this day we remember all those relatives and friends who grieve their loss.

